
Honors Introduction to 
American Government 

Coach Emmerton    Room G007       5th Period Plan A and B 
 
Email:  JustinEmmerton@ozarktiger.org 
Class Website: http://www.ozark.k12.mo.us/Domain/464 

 
Course Description:  An introduction to the structure, operation, and climate of federal and local  
government.  Students are required to pass both a MO Constitution test and US Constitution test as a 
graduation requirement. 
Comprised of 11 Units: 
 -Government Concepts 
 -Early American History 
 -Political Parties 
 -Federalism 
 -Civics 
 -Missouri Government 
 -US Congress and legislative process 
 -Elections and Interest groups 
 -Federal executive branch and the presidential responsibilities 
 -Media  
 -Civil rights, court cases, and the judiciary 

 
Course Expectations:   
-You are expected to come to class prepared (charged Chromebook, charging cord, earbuds) and com-
plete tasks assigned to you within assigned parameters and time constraints. 
-You will be expected to take on the task of self-learning and be responsible for working towards comple-
tion of tasks in class. 
-Be aware of current political climate as real learning does not take place in the vacuum of a classroom. 
-Be adept with Google Classroom, Canvas, and other apps used for class assignments 
 

Course Assignments and Assessments:  Assignments, classwork, and assessments will be as-
signed throughout the unit and be given due dates to help pace the student through the unit.  All assign-
ments, classwork, and assessments must be completed and turned in by the end of the unit to receive a 
grade.  If a is absent the student should come to the teacher and check the class platform.  Don’t rely on 
other students!!   

 
Grading Scale:  Grades are cumulative throughout the semester. 
 90% and over - A 80% to 89% - B  70% to 79% - C  60% to 69% - D 
 Anything below 60% is failing 
 You will be advised for a schedule change if you cannot maintain a C average by the end of the semester. 
 
There will be zero tolerance for academic dishonesty on assignments and assessments.  Cheating will result in a 
zero grade and contact with your parents.  Do not put yourself in a position where I may believe you are cheating.  
This ensures the integrity of the grades for all students. 

 
  



How does this honors class differentiate from the non-honors class? 
 
The largest difference will be the use of an additional text that will be incorporated into class lecture, dis-
cussion, activities, and assessments.  Students will be expected to complete assigned readings and activ-
ities from the online text and apply that information to assessments.  Assessments will be more rigorous 
and require more higher level thinking responses.  Participation in class discussion is a must.  I ask that 
you take an active role in class by sharing your opinions and questions.  I want each of you to be active 
listeners and learners.  Learning and interest increase when you, the student, take an active role in listen-
ing to others opinions, sharing your opinions, and formulating questions.  Debating issues and beliefs in a 
responsible and respectful manner is at the core of how the American government system operates.  It is 
my wish that you become effective researchers that will be able to locate and use resources online that 
assist in acquiring accurate and reliable information.   
 
I want you to make a commitment to take an active role in learning.  I want you to understand that it takes 
effort to accomplish that goal.  Don’t just focus on how many points you can accrue in this class, but 
make an effort to learn how our government created, what are the foundational concepts our government 
is based on, how has our government evolved, how does current government operate, and how do you 
feel government should evolve.  You will become voters in the very near future.  Believe it or not; you can 
shape the future of your community, state, and nation. 
 
PS: 
Please understand that I need you to communicate with me your ideas and questions.  I also need you to 
commit to putting more than minimal effort into your work.  Don’t settle for just getting by.  Set the bar 
high for yourself and push your own abilities.  Grow from this class.  The expectation will be higher; there-
fore your efforts must reflect that.  I am here to help you, but I need to know how I can help. 
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